WARREN CITY
PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
January 20, 2021

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held on January 20, 2021 at 7:30 am.
Due to the COVID1-19 pandemic the meeting was held using the ZOOM meeting platform.

ROLL CALL

Chairman Don Nelson called the meeting to order. Members present were Don Nelson, Angie
Dart, Ray Pring, Randy Rossey, Pat Scutella, Mike Suppa and Angela Abreu. Also present
were Nancy Freenock, City Manager, Vince DedJoy, Director of Zoning, Codes & Economic
Development, Mike Holtz, Dept. of Public Works Director, Jessica Roudybush, Code Official
and Ellen Nelson, Recording Secretary.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Upon motion by Ms. Dart and second by Mr. Suppa, the minutes of the October 28, 2020,
regular meeting were unanimously approved.

VISITORS

Wendy McCain, resident

Jane Dunshie, resident

Josh Cotton, reporter for Times Observer

WELCOME

Mr. Nelson welcomed Vincent DeJoy and stated he was excited to have Vince on board and
that he has a great background and experience from his previous employment in
Jamestown, NY.

Ms. Freenock shared Vince’s background and stated he has a wealth of experience and will
be a great asset to the City.

CORRESPONDENCE
Proof of Recording for 2 sub-divisions. Ceriola/Wills and Lauger/Haight. These were
presented for information only and no action is required by the Commission.

OLD BUSINESS:
Downtown Facade Grant Program update
Ms. Nelson provided an update on the Fagcade Grant applications.
e 319 PA Avenue W (New York Style Pizza) has submitted the Grant Funding
Agreement. This will be reviewed for approval at the RDA meeting next week.
e 219 PA Avenue W (Matt Stapleford) had submitted a Request for Disbursement.
This was approved by the RDA on December 16, 2020.




o 218 Liberty Street (McKissock) has submitted both the Grant Funding Agreement
and Request for Disbursement. Both will be presented to the RDA next week for
review and approval.

Mr. Nelson asked what the balance is for the RDA. He said this was an incredible program
and may want to add more money to the program. Ms. Nelson will check on this.

NEW BUSINESS

Election of Officers

Mr. Nelson asked for nominations for officers. Mr. Scutella stated the present slate of
officers are doing a wonderful job and made a motion to recruit them for another year. Mr.
Suppa seconded the motion that passed by unanimous vote. Mr. Nelson stated that the
current officers are Don Nelson, Chair; Angela Dart, Vice-Chair; and Raymond Pring,
Secretary.

WCCBI Trestle to Trestle Task Force

Mr. DeJoy spoke about the Task Force which is overseen by WCCBI. This area is bordered
on the east by Oak Street, the south by Crescent Park, the north by Pennsylvania Avenue
and on the west by the railroad trestle bridge. The task force’s mission is to evaluate all
properties in this footprint to determine ownership, current use and for potential use for
redevelopment to enhance overall economic environment within the City of Warren. The
participants are limited to 15 members and will comprise of individuals representing
property owners, business owners, City administration and Council, WCCBI members, and
interested City residents.

Comprehensive Plan

Ms. Freenock stated that the City has received the second step grant from early intervention
plan. The Comprehensive Plan and the Zoning Ordinance cannot exceed $90,000
combined total cost. The City and the County joined together to engage Mackin’
Engineering to develop a plan for Recreation, Parks, and Open Spaces which will become
part of the Comprehensive Plan. City staff was not pleased that this report did not include
new ideas but rather recited maintenance issues.

Ms. Freenock requested the Planning Commission consider putting out an RFP to get
responses so they can interview candidates or interview the 3 firms who had responded to
the RFQ for the Recreation, Parks & Open Spaces Plan. She also suggested the
Commission look at samples of plans that have been done; they are very different now.
The plan from 1999 just read like a book. The new ones include specific projects, timeline,
who is responsible and possible financial sources. As one goal drops off another one
moves up.

Mr. Suppa, from Parks & Rec, agreed with Ms. Freenock’s thoughts on the Recreation Plan.
He asked how comfortable Ms. Freenock is with the 3 firms we have now, and does she
feel a need to go beyond that with an RFP. Ms. Freenock shared her thoughts on the
engineering firms she contacted. Mr. Nelson replied that we have players we think are
effective and will do the job, it would be extra work and may not yield anything to go out with
an RFP. Mr. Scutella requested that each of the companies present a comprehensive plan
they completed so they can be evaluated from that standpoint. He does not want to go with



a company that is just using a template. This would allow the City to review them before
they perform interviews.

Ms. Dart suggested CT Engineers, who did the study for the downtown plan the
Commission looked at a couple years ago. Mr. DeJoy will reach out to find a plan they have
done.

Ms. Freenock asked if the planner should be part of the Trestle-to-Trestle Task Force. Mr.
Suppa stated they would be an added expertise. Mr. DeJoy will reach out to Mr. Decker.
Ms. Freenock stated this may be an added expense if they are included on the Task Force.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was
adjourned.




