WARREN CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING
MAY 19, 2025 - 7:00 PM

PUBLIC HEARING: SUPERIOR TIRE & RUBBER CORP. RIGHT-OF-WAY VACATION

Mayor Wortman opened the public hearing. Mr. Rossey stated that Superior Tire and Rubber
Corporation (Superior) filed an application for the vacation of an unopened street which extends
between the “Old Route 6” right-of-way and the southeast line of Superior’s property. Superior
owns all parcels adjacent to the unopened street and, therefore, no other property owners would
be impacted by vacation of the street. The unopened street terminates at Superior’s property line
and is, essentially, a dead end; therefore, it would not compromise potential future traffic flow. The
City will retain the right to access existing sewer utility lines.

Superior indicated that its intent is to construct a new facility which will allow the company to
expand its production capabilities. The proposed ordinance requires that any utility lines under the
area of construction are to be relocated/reconstructed in a location and as directed by the City and
at Superior’s sole expense.

Mr. Rossey noted that this hearing satisfies the requirement that a public hearing be held prior to
Council voting upon an ordinance approving the requested street vacation.

There being no citizens present who wished to provide comment, Mayor Wortman closed the
public hearing.

OPENING OF REGULAR MEETING
Mayor David Wortman presided over the May 19, 2025 regular meeting of Warren City Council in
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building and opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Members present and responding to roll call were: Mayor David Wortman, Maurice Cashman,
Danielle Flasher, Philip Gilbert, Wendy McCain, Jared Villella, and Junior Council Members Lexi
Paris and Bianca Villella. Council member John Barbera was absent. Members of City Staff
present were Michael Holtz, City Manager; Jessicca Byler, Finance Officer; David Krogler, Fire
Chief; Teena Leary, Assistant City Clerk; Randall Rossey, Codes and Planning Director; Joseph
Sproveri, Chief of Police; Chad Yurisic, City Engineer; and Andrea Stapleford, City Solicitor.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT
Mayor Wortman announced that immediately prior to this meeting Council met in executive session
to discuss the potential sale or lease of City-owned property.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
Mayor Wortman welcomed all visitors. Present were:

Sally Beckerink Will Champlin
Hank LeMeur Coleen Sloan

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Upon motion by Mr. Villella and second by Miss Flasher, the six Council members present voted
unanimously to approve the agenda as presented.




Upon motion by Mr. Cashman and second by Miss Flasher, the six Council members present voted
unanimously not to amend the agenda.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Upon motion by Mr. Villella and second by Miss Flasher the minutes of the April 21, 2025, regular
meeting were unanimously approved by the six Council members present.

Upon motion by Mr. Villella and second by Miss Flasher, the minutes of the May 5, 2025, special
meeting were unanimously approved by the six Council members present.

RECOGNITION OF JUNIOR COUNCIL MEMBERS

Mayor Wortman recognized Lexi Paris and Bianca Villella for their service as Junior Council
Members during the 2024 — 2025 school year and presented each with an inscribed wooden pen
and case. Mayor Wortman also congratulated Miss Paris on her acceptance to Penn State
University and Miss Villella on her acceptance to West Virginia University.

CORRESPONDENCE

Mayor Wortman acknowledged Council’s receipt of the results of the 2025 Riverfront Development
Public Survey. Council members also received a copy of Frequently Asked Questions pertaining to
the Warren County Real Estate Tax Reassessment as provided by Warren County.

ORDINANCE NO. 1986: SUPERIOR TIRE & RUBBER CORP. RIGHT-OF-WAY VACATION
Mr. Rossey referenced the information provided during the public hearing. Hank LeMeur
represented Superior and provided an overview of the company’s expansion plans.

Mr. Cashman made the motion to approve the ordinance providing for the right-of-way vacation.
The motion was seconded by Miss Flasher and carried unanimously among the six Council
members present.

ORDINANCE NO. 1987: AMENDING CHAPTER 149 (ANIMALS) OF THE CITY CODE

Mr. Rossey stated that in recent years, there has been an increase in the number of inquiries and
complaints regarding the keeping of fowl and animals within the City. Therefore, Chapter 149
(Animals) of the City Code was reviewed and an ordinance reflecting current conditions and trends
was drafted. The purpose of the amendments to Chapter 149 is to allow the keeping of animals of
the appropriate type and in appropriate numbers so as to prevent conditions that are a nuisance to
neighboring properties, unsanitary, or unsafe. It was noted that the City Planning Commission
reviewed the proposed ordinance and voted to recommend that it be adopted by City Council.

Mr. Villella made the motion to approve the ordinance amending Chapter 149 of the City Code.
The motion was seconded by Miss Flasher and carried unanimously among the six Council
members present.

ORDINANCE NO. 1988: ADOPTING THE 2024 INT’L PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE

Mr. Rossey stated that the software utilized by the Codes, Planning, and Zoning Department will
not be supported after December 31, 2025. Therefore, in July of this year, the Department will
begin the transition to a new software platform that will provide a comprehensive database
regarding properties within the City and enhance the Department’s efficiency. The new software
has built-in capabilities based on the 2024 International Property Maintenance Code (IPMC) which
is reflective of current trends and conditions concerning property maintenance matters.

The 2012 IPMC was previously adopted as the City’s Property Maintenance Code; however,
triennial updates to the IPMC have not been adopted by the City. Therefore, in order to utilize the
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new software, it is necessary to adopt the 2024 IPMC as the Property Maintenance Code for the
City of Warren.

Mr. Villella made the motion to approve the ordinance adopting the International Property
Maintenance Code as the Property Maintenance Code for the City of Warren. The motion was
seconded by Miss Flasher and carried unanimously among the six Council members present.

PROPOSED SETTLEMENT: WHIRLEY INDUSTRIES REAL ESTATE TAX APPEAL

Mrs. Stapleford stated that in 2023, Whirley Industries filed a Real Estate Tax appeal in regard to
three properties it owns at the physical address known as 140 Harmar Street. The KnoxLaw Firm
has represented the City, Warren County, and the Warren County School District throughout the
appeals process. Following a hearing held in April of this year, a formal offer from Whirley’s legal
counsel proposed a walk away, which would leave the assessment “as is.”

The County Commissioners and the Warren County School District have both indicated that they
wish to accept the offer. If the settlement is not accepted, the matter is scheduled to go to trial
which would expose the City to further legal expense and would be at the risk of the judge ruling
for an even greater reduction in the tax assessment than what had been sought.

Following discussion, Mr. Cashman made the motion to authorize the Knox Law Firm to proceed
with a walk away settlement and to draft the appropriate settlement agreement to be signed by the
Mayor and Municipal Clerk. The motion was seconded by Miss Flasher and carried unanimously
among the six Council members present.

BID AWARD: 2025 BITUMINOUS MILLING AND PAVING

Mr. Holtz stated that three (3) bids were received for the City’s 2025 Pavement Milling and Overlay
Program with |A Construction of Franklin, PA, being the apparent low bidder. The total bid is
comprised of the base bid in the amount of $415,963.75 and a bid for optional work up to
$96,700.50 for a total bid of $512,664.25. The base bid will pave thirteen (13) city blocks. The
optional bid of “up to” indicates that the City has the flexibility to direct the contractor to perform
some, or all, of the optional work.

Mr. Holtz indicated that the 2025 Mill and Overlay budget allocates $270,000 of State Liquid Fuels
Funds and $190,000 from the City’s General Fund for a total of $460,000. It was recommended
that the base bid be awarded; this will leave a remaining balance of $44,036.25 in the 2025 Mill &
Overlay budget. These monies allow the City flexibility to address any problem areas that could
occur during the project. Mr. Holtz noted that IA Construction has successfully completed
numerous City projects and recommended that they be awarded the contract.

Mr. Cashman made the motion to award the 2025 Mill and Overlay Project to IA Construction in the
amount of $415,963.75. The motion was seconded by Mr. Villella and carried unanimously among
the six Council members present.

COMMITTEE UPDATES

Comprehensive Plan Task Force

Mr. Rossey stated that there was nothing new to report at this time. The next Task Force meeting
is scheduled for June 10.

Council of Governments

Miss Flasher reported that topics of discussion at the recent meeting included the Allegheny
National Forest, Emergency Medical Services, Student Government Day (September), and the
Warren County Real Estate Tax Assessment project. She noted that Warren Worx has deployed
five internet units throughout Warren County.
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Riverfront Development Project

Mr. Holtz reported that the engineers continue to work toward finalizing design and engineering
plans for the boat launch portion of the project. The City is awaiting the outcome of grant
applications and funding requests and, pending those outcomes, it is anticipated that the project
will be put to bid in early 2026. Mr. Yurisic confirmed that the Riverfront Survey responses will be
taken into consideration for Phases 2, 3, and 4 of the project.

Warren Worx

Mr. Holtz indicated that the meeting scheduled for May 14 was canceled due to many of the
participants being involved in Warren Gives which was held on that date. He noted that the
branding launch is expected to occur in the fall of this year.

Marketing Committee

Mr. Villella recommended that a Council work session be held for the purpose of prioritizing take
away items identified during the March 10 Council work session. It was suggested that the meeting
be held in cooperation with the Comprehensive Plan Task Force.

Miscellaneous

Mayor Wortman noted that there will be a community celebration on June 14 to commemorate the
250" anniversary of the death of Warren’s namesake, General Joseph Warren. He also noted the
efforts of organizations working toward the annual Fourth of July celebration as well as the nation’s
Semiquincentennial to be celebrated on July 4, 2026.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS — APRIL, 2025
The following reports were provided for Council’s review:
Police Department
Fire Department
Department of Public Works
Codes, Planning, and Zoning Department

Mayor Wortman congratulated Chief Sproveri, the Accreditation Team, and the entire Police
Department on the positive exit conference at the close of the May 19 Pennsylvania Law
Enforcement Accreditation Commission’s (PLEAC) review.

APPROVED MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Council acknowledged receipt of the following approved minutes:

Blighted Property Review Committee — March 20, 2025 Regular Meeting
March 25, 2025 Regular Meeting

Parks, Recreation & Landscape Commission

Planning Commission — March 19, 2025 Regular Meeting
Redevelopment Authority — March 26, 2025 Regular Meeting
ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion by Miss Flasher, Mayor Wortman declared the meeting adjourned.
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