CITY OF WARREN
PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
May 19, 2021

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held on May 19, 2021 at 7:30 am in
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 318 W. Third Avenue, Warren, PA.

ROLL CALL

Chairman Don Nelson called the meeting to order. Ms. Dart did the Roll Call. Members
present were Don Nelson, Angie Dart, Randy Rossey, Mike Suppa and Angela Abreu. Also
present were Vince DedJoy, Director of Zoning, Codes & Economic Development, Mike Holtz,
Dept. of Public Works Director, Jessica Bee, Code Official and Ellen Nelson, Recording
Secretary.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Rossey and second by Mr. Suppa, the minutes of the March 17, 2021
regular meeting and the April 14, 2021 special meeting were unanimously approved by
those present.

VISITORS
Tom Pellegrino, resident
Josh Cotton, Times Observer reporter

CORRESPONDENCE
No correspondence was received.

OLD BUSINESS:

Downtown Facade Grant Program

Mr. DedJoy reported that an application was received from Warren-Forest EOC for 225
Pennsylvania Avenue W. This application was approved by the design committee on April
28, 2021.

Two additional letters of intent have been received. Kurt Smith for 428-438 Pennsylvania
Avenue W and Goat Fort Climbing, 20 Clark Street, Suite C. Mr. Nelson commented that
he was glad to see applications from businesses in the newly expanded area taking
advantage of the grant program.

WCCBI Trestle to Trestle Task Force

Mr. DedJoy stated that there have been no meetings in the last couple weeks. The new web
site Piper VanOrd has been working on is now available.
www.exploredowntownwarrenpa.com.

Mr. Pring joined the meeting at this time.



Comprehensive Plan
Mr. DeJoy said the proposal from Mackin’ Engineering was chosen by the Planning
Commission and approved with contingencies by City Council on May 17, 2021.

NEW BUSINESS

PA C-PACE Property Assessed Clean Enerqgy

Mr. DedJoy provided a handout regarding this program which offers loans. Ms. Dart added
that it is her understanding that the loans are for energy saving items such as a generator,
chiller, windows, insulation, roof, and furnace, etc. This program is in the Pittsburgh area.

Mr. DeJoy suggested arranging for a presentation from one of the installers. Mr. Nelson
asked Mr. Dedoy to reach out to SEF for more information. Ms. Dart suggested reaching
out to Economic Developer in Pittsburgh. Ms. Suppa would like to look at a smaller county
as well to see how things are going there.

Proposed Development in Preservation Area

Mr. Pellegrino provided a site map showing where he would like to build a new accessible
restroom to better service his customers that use his 10-acre property off Conewango
Avenue, of which 1,200 feet is creek side. Part of this parcel is zoned R-2 and part is zoned
Preservation. He is proposing to build the restroom on an existing foundation on the
property of his adjoining neighbor, Mr. John McCool. He will also install a walking path to
the creek.

Mr. Nelson looked at the property and was very impressed at the incredible job Mr.
Pellegrino did on this river front property. Mr. Nelson reminded the Commission members
that the Preservation areas in Warren are designations of the Planning Commission.
Breeze point Landing and Beaty Field are also in preservation and both have restrooms.

Mr. Pellegrino added that there is only 9 weeks of summer in which he can utilize this area
and would appreciate the Planning Commission moving quickly on this first step in the
process.

Mr. Pring made a motion to allow Mr. Pellegrino to build a bathroom structure in the
preservation area. Mr. Rossey seconded the motion that passed by unanimous vote.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.

OTHER BUSINESS
Mr. Nelson thanked the commission members for responding to his email regarding the
training session for the new comprehensive plan. All will be present except Mr. Scutella.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was
adjourned. The next meeting is scheduled for June 16, 2021.

Minutes prepared by Ellen Nelson



