
WARREN CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING         
JUNE 16, 2025 – 7:00 PM 
 
OPENING OF MEETING 
Council Vice-President Danielle Flasher presided over the June 16, 2025, regular meeting of 
Warren City Council in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building and opened the meeting with 
the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present and responding to roll call were: Mayor David Wortman (via conference call 
during a portion of the Warren Worx discussion), John Barbera, Maurice Cashman, Danielle 
Flasher, Philip Gilbert, and Jared Villella. Wendy McCain was absent. Members of City Staff 
present were Michael Holtz, City Manager; Jessicca Byler, Finance Officer; David Krogler, Fire 
Chief; Teena Leary, Assistant City Clerk; Randall Rossey, Codes and Planning Director; Joseph 
Sproveri, Chief of Police; and Chad Yurisic, City Engineer. 
 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS  
Mayor Wortman welcomed all visitors. Present were:  

Sally Beckerink Jack Monroe Daniel Potter 
Jim Decker Ben O’Neill Sara Potter 
Alex Gulnac John Papalia Jeff Tome 
Brian Hagberg Ron Peterson Ryan Zavinski 
Sam Harvey Jenny Phillips  

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Ron Peterson addressed Council and stated his concerns regarding the condition of the brick 
façade of the building at 219-221 Liberty Street. Mr. Rossey stated that the City has had 
communications with the owner and that a brick mason will be making repairs as soon as possible. 
Mr. Rossey further stated that a portion of the adjacent sidewalk had been cordoned off and a 
temporary walkway was established for pedestrian safety.  
 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Upon motion by Mr. Cashman and second by Mr. Villella, the Council members present voted 
unanimously to approve the agenda as presented.  
 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to not amend the agenda. Upon second by Mr. Villella the motion 
carried unanimously among the members present.  
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Upon motion by Mr. Villella and second by Mr. Cashman, the minutes of the May 19, 2025, public 
hearing and regular meeting were unanimously approved by the members present.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
There was no correspondence to come before Council.  
 
WARREN WORX FUNDING 
Mr. Holtz stated that, during the April 15, 2024, City Council Meeting, Council approved a 
Memorandum of Understanding between the City of Warren and Warren Worx. Under the terms of 
that agreement, the City agreed to contribute $100,000 during the first year of Warren Worx’ 
existence, contingent upon the hiring of a Warren Worx Marketing Director and launching its brand 
initiative. Per the terms of the agreement, the City began making monthly payments in August of 
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2024. The agreement contains a clause stating that funding for years two and three of the initiative 
is contingent upon the City’s budget process and approval and further conditioned upon Warren 
Worx’ implementation of its plan to the satisfaction of City Council.  
 
During the budget discussions at the December 16, 2024, regular Council Meeting, Council voted 
to approve the 2025 Municipal Budget with a stipulation that at the June, 2025 Council Meeting, 
Council would review the Warren Worx activities and decide whether to continue funding for the 
second half of 2025 and to amend and/or rewrite the agreement if necessary. 
 
John Papalia, Warren County Chamber of Business and Industry Vice-President, and Jenny 
Phillips, Warren Worx Marketing Director, presented an overview of Warren Worx and its activities 
during the past year. Mr. Papalia stated that Warren Worx received $100,000 in funding from both 
the City of Warren and Warren County. In addition, $162,000 in private funding was received. In 
response to Council comment, Mr. Papalia stated that it was a valid point to seek funding from 
additional municipalities as well as increased private funding. He stated that he will provide a 
“project wish list” to Mr. Holtz for distribution to Council members.  
 
Mr. Papalia stated that the Warren Worx brand launch will be held on September 10, 2025 at the 
Cable Hollow Golf Course. Concurrent with the brand launch, the Warren Worx website will launch 
and Marketing Plan execution and Marketing Toolkit training will begin.  
 
Following discussion, Mr. Gilbert made the motion to approve funding for the balance of 2025 with 
the caveat that funding for 2026 will be revisited at the September Council meeting. The motion 
was seconded by Mr. Barbera and carried with five votes in the affirmative and two members 
absent.  
 
GUEST PRESENTER: SAM HARVEY – OIL AND GAS DRILLING 
Sam Harvey, president of Bull Run Resources, LLC, addressed Council and described the oil/gas 
drilling process utilized within the City. In addition, he outlined the permitting and reporting 
processes required in order to address environmental safety concerns. In response to  
Miss Flasher’s question, he stated that oil/gas extraction under parklands does not pose a hazard 
to park users as materials being extracted lie approximately 1000 feet below the surface and the 
wellhead(s) is located approximately 500 feet from the park boundary.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 3292: POTTER-LARSEN MINOR SUBDIVISION 
Mr. Rossey stated that Sara Potter filed a minor subdivision application to subdivide the property 
located at 417 Chestnut Street (Parcel No. WN-574-8169) currently owned by Daniel and Sara 
Potter and Dylan and Christi Larsen. The minor subdivision would create Lots 1, 2, and 3 from the 
parcel. The City Planning Commission reviewed the application at its May 21, 2025, meeting and 
voted to recommend that it be approved by City Council. The Warren County Planning and Zoning 
Staff reviewed the subdivision and also recommend Council's approval.  
 
Mr. Villella made the motion to adopt the resolution approving the Potter-Larsen Minor Subdivision. 
The motion was seconded by Mr. Cashman and carried with five votes in the affirmative and two 
members absent.  
 
MURAL INSTALLATION: AMERICAN LEGION POST 135 
Mr. Rossey stated that American Legion Post 135 submitted an application for installation of a 
mural on its building located at 412 Pennsylvania Avenue West. The mural’s composition will be an 
aluminum base flex banner that will be twelve (12) feet by sixteen (16) feet in size and will honor 
the five main branches of the United States Military.  
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In accord with §470-63 of the City Code, it is required that City Council approve the mural 
rendering.  
 
Ben O’Neill, representing the Legion, provided comments and answered questions regarding the 
project.  
 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to approve the American Legion Post 135 mural project as 
presented. The motion was seconded by Mr. Villella and carried with five votes in the affirmative 
and two members absent.  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 1989: SIDEWALK SERVICE IN C-2 GENERAL COMMERCIAL DISTRICT 
Mr. Rossey stated that Ordinance No. 1956, dated April 19, 2021, permits business owners in the 
C-1 Central Commercial District to purchase tables and chairs which may be placed on the 
sidewalk adjacent to their place of business and reserved for use by their customers. The 
ordinance also provides that businesses may provide food and beverage service to patrons who 
are seated at business or City-owned tables and chairs. At the time that Ordinance No. 1956 was 
enacted, the City placed tables and chairs for outdoor dining in the C-1 District only.  
 
Upon recommendation from the Planning Commission, the City budgeted for, and purchased, 
additional outdoor dining units with some being placed within the C-2 General Commercial District. 
Therefore, it was recommended that the City Code be amended to include provisions pertaining to 
outdoor food and beverage service for the C-2 General Commercial District. The proposed 
ordinance was reviewed and approved by the Planning Commission.  
 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to adopt the ordinance pertaining to food and beverage service on 
sidewalks in the C-2 General Commercial District. The motion was seconded by Mr. Villella and 
carried with five votes in the affirmative and two members absent.  
 
LETTER OF CONFIRMATION: BALDENSPERGER OUTDOOR ALCOHOL SERVICE 
(See Ordinance No. 1989 above) 
Mr. Rossey stated that Glenn Baldensperger, owner of the Cornerstone Lounge and Restaurant, 
submitted a request in which he states his intent to submit an application to the PA Liquor Control 
Board (PLCB) for a temporary permit to extend the service of alcohol to the area directly in front of 
the currently licensed premises; the permit would be in effect until December 31, 2025. The PLCB 
requires that a letter of permission from the City be included in the application package; a letter 
was drafted and was presented for Council’s consideration.  
 
Mr. Villella made the motion to authorize submission of a letter of permission for the Cornerstone 
Lounge and Restaurant to conduct alcohol sales upon the sidewalk directly in front of its place of 
business in accord with PLCB regulations and City Ordinance No. 1989. The motion was seconded 
by Mr. Cashman and carried with five votes in the affirmative and two members absent.  
 
DISPOSITION OF SURPLUS STREET SWEEPER 
Mr. Holtz stated that Council periodically authorizes the disposition of supplies, materials, and 
equipment that are no longer suitable or necessary for City operations. The following item was 
presented for Council’s consideration: 2013 Freightliner Johnston VT650 Sweep (street sweeper) 
VIN 1FVACXDT2DHFF6412.  
 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to authorize disposition of the stated surplus property in a manner 
permitted by City Code. The motion was seconded by Mr. Villella and carried with five votes in the 
affirmative and two members absent.  
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PEDALCYCLES ON DOWNTOWN SIDEWALKS 
Chief Sproveri stated that, as the weather has warmed and more people are outdoors, individuals, 
including Council members, have expressed their concerns in regard to the use of what are 
generally termed as “e-bikes” on sidewalks. Article XI of Chapter 440 Vehicles and Traffic of the 
City Code addresses the use of pedalcycles and motorized pedalcycles within the City, particularly 
specified areas within the City’s downtown. In addition to City regulations, these apparatuses are 
regulated by the PA Vehicle Code.  
 
Chief Sproveri indicated that the City is researching enhanced signage to make individuals aware 
of the areas where the use of these apparatuses is prohibited on sidewalks; the City will also take 
measures to enhance public awareness. Mr. Cashman suggested that Council consider prohibiting 
e-bikes on all City sidewalks; Chief Sproveri will research ordinances that may exist in similar 
communities.  
  
COMMITTEE UPDATES 
Comprehensive Plan Task Force 
Mr. Rossey reported that June’s First Friday event was canceled due to inclement weather and 
July will be skipped due to the date coinciding with the annual Fourth of July Celebration; the next 
First Friday event is scheduled for August 1. The Downtown Committee met and discussed plans 
for upcoming events which include a harvest theme for the September 5 First Friday; Fall Foliage 
Festival & Trail of Treats on October 3 & 4; Sasquatch Search in November (similar to the Spring 
Bunny Hop); and the annual Christmas Walk on December 5.  
 
The Task Force finalized the kiosk design and discussed plans to bring RibFest back to the 
downtown in 2026.  
 
Council of Governments 
Miss Flasher reported that the COG discussed legislative items and where they currently stand. 
Brian Bull, Warren County’s Chief Assessor, is assembling information pertaining to the county-
wide real estate assessment.  
 
Riverfront Development Project 
Mr. Yurisic reported that GPI (Greenman-Peterson) is making progress on the final analysis and 
design for Phase I of the Project.  
 
Marketing Committee 
Mr. Villella stated that, following a joint work session of Council, the Planning Commission, and the 
Comprehensive Plan Task Force to prioritize action items identified during the March 10, 2025 
combined joint work session, the Marketing Committee will meet to discuss the prioritized items.  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS – MAY, 2025 
The following reports were provided for Council’s review: 
 Police Department  
 Fire Department  
 Department of Public Works  
 Codes, Planning, and Zoning Department 
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APPROVED MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
Council acknowledged receipt of the following approved minutes: 

Blighted Property Review Committee – April 17, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Parks, Recreation & Landscape Commission – April 22, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Planning Commission – April 16, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Redevelopment Authority – April 23, 2025 Regular Meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business to come before Council and upon motion by Mr. Villella, Vice-
President Flasher declared the meeting adjourned.  
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