
WARREN CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING         
JULY 21, 2025 – 7:00 PM 
 
OPENING OF MEETING 
Mayor David Wortman presided over the July 21, 2025, regular meeting of Warren City Council in 
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building and opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present and responding to roll call were: Mayor David Wortman, John Barbera, Maurice 
Cashman, Danielle Flasher, Philip Gilbert, Wendy McCain, and Jared Villella. Members of City 
Staff present were Michael Holtz, City Manager; Jessicca Byler, Finance Officer; David Krogler, 
Fire Chief; Teena Leary, Assistant City Clerk; Randall Rossey, Codes and Planning Director; 
Joseph Sproveri, Chief of Police; Chad Yurisic, City Engineer; and Andrea Stapleford, City 
Solicitor. 
 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS  
Mayor Wortman welcomed all visitors. Present were:  

Eric Berry 
Hayley Craskin, River View Nutrition 
Ann-Marie Gariepy, Times Observer Reporter 
Andy Georgakis 
Brian Hagberg, YourDailyLocal Reporter 
John D. Lewis 
Police Sergeant Joseph Bees 
Police Sergeant Kyle Grey 
Chief James Adams, Retired, PA Chiefs of Police Accreditation Program Coordinator 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
Wendy McCain addressed Council as a member of the public and owner of the twig & vine wine 
bar which is located at 344 Pennsylvania Avenue West. Mrs. McCain stated her concerns as:   
 

1. There is a disparity in the placement of City-owned sidewalk dining tables and chairs, 
particularly an open space between The Crossing and her place of business as well as a 
cluster of tables and chairs in the vicinity of the Wells Fargo Office. It was noted that the 
tables and chairs are frequently moved by patrons of nearby businesses. Mrs. McCain 
suggested that additional fixtures be provided.  
 

2. There is a known issue with the sewer line located in the alley located behind her place of 
business. She questioned the responsibility for maintenance of the line and suggested that 
rectifying it would be helpful in attracting new business in that area.  

 
APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to approve the agenda as presented. The motion was seconded by 
Mrs. McCain and carried unanimously.  
 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to not amend the agenda. The motion was seconded by  
Miss Flasher and carried unanimously.  
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Upon motion by Mr. Cashman and second by Mr. Villella, the minutes of the June 16, 2025, regular 
meeting were unanimously approved.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
Mayor Wortman presented highlights of the 2024 Community Foundation Report and commended 
the level of philanthropy that exists in the City.  
 
STATEMENT OF THANKS 
Mayor Wortman thanked the Warren County Fourth of July Committee, City staff, City 
Departments, and volunteers involved in the annual Fourth of July Celebration.  
 
GUEST PRESENTERS: 
Police Department Accreditation 
Mayor Wortman introduced Chief James Adams, Retired, PA Chiefs of Police Association 
Accreditation Program Coordinator. Chief Adams outlined the rigors of the program and stated that 
the City of Warren Police Department enrolled in the PA Chiefs of Police Accreditation Program in 
2007 and was first accredited in 2010. The Department was the fifty-first department to be 
accredited; there are now 192 accredited departments out of a total of 1100 departments across 
Pennsylvania.  
 
Since 2010, the Department has successfully completed each of the re-accreditation assessments. 
The 2025 reassessment marked fifteen continuous years as an accredited Department and 
resulted in the attainment of Premiere Status. Chief Adams presented the certificate and a plaque 
to Chief Sproveri, Sergeant Bees, and Sergeant Grey.  
 
Haley Gaskin – River View Nutrition  
Haley Gaskin, owner of River View Nutrition located at 428 Pennsylvania Avenue West, addressed 
Council and provided an overview of her business which offers Herbalife-based teas. Ms. Gaskin 
stated that she has been very encouraged by public support of the business and appreciates 
customer input, which recently resulted in an adjustment to the hours of operation.  
 
PEDALCYCLES ON SIDEWALKS 
Chief Sproveri stated that following discussion at the June 16 Council meeting, Staff further 
evaluated the correlation between the City’s regulations regarding the use of wheeled apparatus 
on City sidewalks and regulations contained in the PA Motor Vehicle Code. Wheeled apparatus 
includes bicycles, e-bikes, skateboards, scooters, and the like. He indicated that it is Staff’s opinion 
that the combination of regulations adequately covers the modes of mobility currently available and 
that the best course of action is to conduct public awareness activities via updated signage, media 
outlets, the City website and Facebook page, and other outlets.  
 
There are approximately 45 signs which will be updated. Chief Sproveri indicated that he has been 
in conversation with the District Magisterial Judge to develop sign wording that will be enforceable 
when citations are issued.  
 
John Lewis addressed Council and presented two videos which were recorded on his security 
camera in the vicinity of the Market Street and Pennsylvania Avenue roundabout.  
 
Andy Georgakis, owner of the Warren Cycle Shop, addressed Council and recommended that 
there be an emphasis on educating the public in regard to the safe operation of pedalcycles and  
e-bikes. He stated that he works to inform his customers.  
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Following discussion, Mayor Wortman stated that with the “tools” already in place, the Police 
Department has a good basis for enforcement.  
 
RESOLUTION NO. 3293: FAIR HOUSING 
Mrs. Byler stated that, as an entitlement community for the Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) program, the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development 
(DCED) requires annual adoption of a Fair Housing Resolution to demonstrate the City’s 
dedication to Fair Housing practices.  
 
Miss Flasher made the motion to adopt the Fair Housing resolution. The motion was seconded by 
Mr. Villella and carried unanimously. 
 
The resolution will be posted on the City of Warren website and the public notices bulletin board in 
the Municipal Building. 
 
RESOLUTION NO. 3294: PENNDOT WINTER MAINTENANCE SERVICES AGREEMENT 
Mr. Holtz stated that the Department of Public Works performs winter maintenance services for all 
state roads within the City limits (23.53 snow lane miles) and is reimbursed for those services as 
specified in an agreement that is updated and renewed every five (5) years. The last agreement 
was signed in 2020 and expired at the end of the 2024-2025 winter season.  
 
PennDOT submitted a proposed agreement covering those services for the winter seasons of 
2025-2026 through 2029-2030. The projected compensation increases by three percent annually 
from $53,561.76 in the first year to $57,976.97 in the fifth year, totaling $278,737.55 for the five-
year term of the proposed agreement. This reflects an increase of $24,754.65 over the prior 
agreement which provided for a total five-year compensation of $253,982.90.  
 
Mr. Villella made the motion to adopt the resolution authorizing the PennDOT Winter Maintenance 
Services agreement for the winter seasons of 2025-2026 through 2029-2030. The motion was 
seconded by Miss Flasher and carried unanimously.  
 
RECENT REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY ACTIVITIES 
Mr. Rossey reported the following:  

1) With distribution assistance from WCCBI, the RDA advertised a Request for Proposal 
for redevelopment of the property located at 231-237 Pennsylvania Avenue West earlier 
this year. As of the June 30 submission deadline, no proposals were received. In 
exploring alternative options, the RDA learned of no-cost services provided by PennBid 
which has a broad reach to project developers throughout an expanded area. The RDA 
elected to re-let the RFP utilizing PennBid’s service. The proposal was posted and went 
live on the PennBid website on July 15 and will remain open until December 31, 2025. A 
link to the new posting is available on the City website and is posted on the City’s 
Facebook page. Banners advertising the RFP are located on the front and west sides of 
the structure on the property.  

2) The RDA was awarded $100,000 in Main Street Matters Façade Grant funding which 
will be administered by the RDA with assistance from City staff. In accord with the 
RDA’s Façade Improvement Program guidelines, owners of commercial properties 
located within the C-1 and C-2 commercial zoning districts may apply for up to $10,000 
in funding with a dollar-for-dollar match being required. Each applicant is required to 
submit a Letter of Intent. The Design Committee, comprised of members of the RDA 
and Planning Commission, will review the letters of intent and assign grant funding. 
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Based on the $10,000 maximum award amount, a minimum of ten commercial 
properties will receive façade improvement funding.  
 
The Façade Improvement Program has been well-received since its inception and the 
RDA is pleased to have been awarded grant funding to continue the program in 2025. 
The grant application narrative was provided for Council’s information.  

 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Council of Governments 
Miss Flasher reported that Brian Bull, Warren County Chief Assessor, is assembling information 
related to the recently completed countywide real estate reassessment. She announced that the 
Kinzua Rocks the Wake event, hosted by the Allegheny National Forest Bureau and the Warren 
County Visitors Bureau, will be held over the Labor Day weekend. The Legislative Committee is 
seeking members.  
 
Riverfront Redevelopment 
Chad Yurisic stated that the City is developing a Request for Proposals (RFP) which will solicit 
proposals for the development of design concepts for future phases of the project. He further 
stated that the boat dock/launch design and engineering is approximately 85 to 90% complete and 
is expected to be complete by year end. The City is researching grant opportunities for the project.  
 
Warren Worx 
Mayor Wortman indicated that there will be an executive committee meeting on July 22 and that he 
will provide meeting minutes to Council members. Miss Flasher indicated that Jen Philips and John 
Papalia plan to attend the next COG meeting to seek countywide funding for Warren Worx.  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS JUNE, 2025 
The following reports were provided for Council’s review: 
 Police Department  
 Fire Department  
 Department of Public Works  
 Codes, Planning, and Zoning Department 
 Finance Department: Second Quarter  
 
APPROVED MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
Council acknowledged receipt of the following approved minutes: 

Blighted Property Review Committee – May 15, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Parks, Recreation & Landscape Commission – May 27, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Planning Commission – May 21, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Redevelopment Authority – May 28, 2025 Regular Meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Upon motion by Mr. Villella and second by Miss Flasher, Mayor Wortman declared the meeting 
adjourned at 9:00 PM.  
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