CITY OF WARREN
PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
July 21, 2021

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held on July 21st, 2021 at 7:30 am in
Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 318 W. Third Avenue, Warren, PA.

ROLL CALL

Vice-Chairman Angie Dart called the meeting to order. Kassie Damcott from the City staff did
the Roll Call. Members present were Angie Dart, Randy Rossey, Mike Suppa, Ray Pring and
Angela Abreu. Also present were Vince DeJoy, Director of Zoning, Codes & Economic
Development, Mike Holtz, Dept. of Public Works Director, Jessica Bee, Code Official, Nancy
Freenock, City Manager and Kassie Damcott, Recording Secretary.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Upon motion by Mr. Suppa and second by Mr. Rossey, the minutes of the May 19t, 2021
regular meeting were unanimously approved by those present.

VISITORS

Josh Cotton, Times Observer reporter
Brandi Rosselli, Mackin Engineering
Denny Puko, Planning Consultant, LLC

CORRESPONDENCE

Don Nelson submitted a resignation letter to City Council, effective immediately, removing
himself from the Planning Commission due to personal reasons. His resignation has been
accepted and entered into record, with regret.

In regard to Mr. Nelson’s resignation, a motion was made by Mr. Pring to nominate Angie
Dart for Chairperson with her permission. Mr. Rossey seconded the motion and was
unanimously accepted by those present.

A motion was made by Mr. Rossey to nominate Ms. Abreu for Vice-Chair with her
permission. Mr. Suppa seconded this motion and was unanimously accepted by those
present.

PRESENTATION OF COMMUNITY INPUT PLAN & STRATEGIES

Brandi Rosselli — Mackin Engineering

Ms. Rosselli spoke to those present regarding the information about to be presented to the
Commission by herself and Mr. Puko. The information is a two-part plan — one being the
Comprehensive Plan, two is the Zoning Ordinance revamp.

Ms. Rosselli stated that the planning commission would be part of the steering committee of
the comprehensive plan process; with the steering committee meeting bi-monthly at least.
The purpose of the comprehensive plan is to help identify what the citizens of Warren want



their community to look like in the future and how to achieve those goals. Any and all ideas
will be entertained but may not be adopted in the final plan. Mr. Suppa suggested that the
steering committee be marketed towards people with children and/or of the 18-22 age group
to help diversify the members. Mr. DeJoy said that he has already reached out to several
community members, including Gary Lester from Leadership Warren to include his past and
present classes, to help create a more diverse steering committee.

Ms. Rosselli stated the Zoning Ordinance overhaul will be centered around updating the
current zoning map, ordinances and align zoning with current standards.

Ms. Rosselli said that the entire process is going to be an 18-24-month commitment;
approximately 1 year for the comprehensive plan process and 10-12 months for the zoning
ordinance plan. The commitment from City staff will be a little more time consuming than
that of the planning commission, especially Mr. DeJoy as he will be constantly
communicating with Ms. Rosselli and Mr. Puko, as well as organizing getting the process

going.

Denny Puko — Planning Consultant, LLC

Mr. Puko began his presentation with some basic information as to how this comprehensive
plan will work and how to best get public interaction. He stated the first part of the process is
to host a summit — at this summit the participants will all be by invitation, plus the steering
committee will be present and gather ideas from these members as to what information they
can provide, identify issues in the community and get commitment from the invited
community stakeholders to be partners in the planning process and plan implementation.
The summit ideally will be 25-40 members, not including the planning commission
committee.

The next parts of the plan, Mr. Puko stated, are the two public workshops where the general
public will be invited to attend. ldeally the first workshop will be held shortly after the
summit, with the second workshop towards the end of the process. Advertisement
(newspaper, social media, website) will be necessary to spread the workshops to the
community, but Mr. Puko suggested word of mouth would be the best way to get the
workshops out in the public. Including reassuring, promising quotes that the community’s
opinion matters from Council members was also suggested to encourage the public to
attend the workshops. Refreshments, incentives, snacks and beverages, and a raffle were
suggested by Ms. Rosselli as perks to draw attendees.

WCCBI TRESTLE TO TRESTLE TASK FORCE

At the last Trestle to Trestle meeting, there was discussion of vacant storefronts and how to
encourage people to come into Warren to fill these, Mr. DeJoy reports. He also states that
there was discussion of a pedestrian bridge ending at Point Park.

PA C-PACE PROPERTY ASSESSED CLEAN ENERGY
Mr. DeJoy stated that this is on the agenda for the next Monday night’'s meeting.

NEW BUSINESS
None



OTHER BUSINESS
None

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.

ADJOURNMENT

There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was
adjourned. The next meeting is scheduled for August 18th, 2021.

Minutes prepared by Kassie Damcott



