WARREN CITY COUNCIL
REGULAR MEETING
AUGUST 18, 2025 - 7:00 PM

OPENING OF MEETING
Danielle Flasher, Council Vice-President, presided over the August 18, 2025, regular meeting of
Warren City Council in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building and opened the meeting with
the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Members present and responding to roll call were: Mayor David Wortman (via Zoom), John
Barbera, Danielle Flasher, Philip Gilbert, Wendy McCain, and Jared Villella. Maurice Cashman was
absent. Members of City Staff present were Michael Holtz, City Manager; Jessicca Byler, Finance
Officer; David Krogler, Fire Chief; Teena Leary, Assistant City Clerk; Randall Rossey, Codes and
Planning Director; Joseph Sproveri, Chief of Police; and Andrea Stapleford, City Solicitor.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
Vice-President Flasher welcomed all visitors. Present were:

John Arndt (via Zoom) Anne-Marie Gariepy

Sally Beckerink Brian Hagberg (via Zoom)
Justin Carlson Al Hendricks

William Chamberlain Wendy Hendricks

PUBLIC COMMENT

John Arndt, participating via Zoom, addressed Council with his concerns regarding a right-of-way
for his Carbon Place property. Mr. Arndt acquired the property following it being declared blighted
and now wishes to sell the property. Following discussion, Mayor Wortman advised

Mr. Arndt that appropriate members of City Staff would contact him in regard to his concerns and
that Council will be provided with an update.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Upon motion by Mr. Villella and second by Mr. Barbera, Council members present voted
unanimously to approve the agenda as presented.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Upon motion by Mr. Villella and second by Mr. Barbera, the minutes of the July 21, 2025, regular
meeting were unanimously approved as presented by the Council members present.

CORRESPONDENCE

Ray Pring, Jr. tendered his resignation as a member of the Planning Commission and the Blighted
Property Review Committee effective August 10, 2025. Mr. Villella made the motion to accept Mr.
Pring’s resignation; the motion was seconded by Mr. Barbera and carried unanimously among the
Council members present.

GUEST PRESENTER: DOCK 9 RESTAURANT

Justin Carlson, representing Dock 9 located at 1101 Pennsylvania Avenue West, addressed
Council and provided an overview of the restaurant. He noted that there is an emphasis on offering
menu items not generally available in this area. The business currently offers dine-in and carryout
service.




AGREEMENT: TRANSIT AUTHORITY OF WARREN COUNTY PARKING LEASE

Mr. Holtz stated that Experience, Inc. previously occupied the second floor of the Transit Authority
building located at 42 Clark Street. During that time, it leased city-owned Parcel No. WN-579-1342
for employee and visitor parking.

The Transit Authority has now leased its second floor to a new tenant(s) and wishes to enter into a
parking lease agreement for use of WN-579-1342 as well as a portion of WN-579-124 to provide
tenant parking. The portion of WN-579-124 to be leased will accommodate a maximum of five
personal vehicles.

Mr. Villella made the motion to approve the Transit Authority of Warren County Parking Lease
Agreement. The motion was seconded by Mr. Barbera and carried with five votes in the affirmative,
one nay vote cast by Mrs. McCain, and one member absent.

PROPOSED AGREEMENT: SESAC LICENSE

Mrs. Stapleford stated that in accordance with Federal copyright laws, the owner, operator, or
lessee of an establishment or property where music is publicly performed is required to have
authorization to do so and to pay licensing fees for the right to play copyrighted music.

The City, as the sponsor of Music in the Park, among other public events, is subject to these laws
and is required to pay licensing fees for music played at all City events. This would include not only
Music in the Park but, also, the Christmas Parade, the July 4 Parade, events at Betts Park, and
other similar events and activities.

Mrs. Stapleford noted that there are three primary music licensing companies: SESAC, ASCAP,
and BMI. Each of these licensing companies represents different artists and has the right to collect
licensing fees for the artists that they represent.

She further stated that SESAC contacted the City about entering into a licensing agreement for the
payment of these fees. The City is eligible for a blanket license at a municipal rate which is
$610.00 per year. This would cover all music played at all events for artists represented by
SESAC. By paying this fee, the City would avoid the potential to have fines levied against it which
can be extensive.

Following discussion, Mr. Villella made the motion to table this item pending receipt of additional
information and receipt of a response to Mrs. Stapleford’s concerns; the motion was seconded by
Mr. Gilbert and carried unanimously among the Council members present.

UPDATE ON E-BIKES

Chief Sproveri reported that signage has been developed for posting at approximately forty-five
locations throughout the downtown area (Council members were provided with a rendering of the
signs). In addition, officers trained in bike enforcement have been patrolling on the Department’s e-
bikes. Numerous individuals have been stopped with the emphasis being placed on providing
education and some warnings have been issued. The Department will continue bike patrols and
the City will work toward increased public education pertaining to e-bikes and other apparatus.

RIVERFRONT REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL

Mr. Holtz reported that on August 11, a Request for Proposal (RFP) for Areas Two, Three, and
Four of the Riverfront Redevelopment area was advertised. Area One is the boat dock and launch
area which is nearing completion of the design phase and, pending funding, will be bid for
construction in 2026. The RFP seeks proposals for multiple renderings for each of the remaining
phases/areas of the project. The RFP may be viewed online at www.cityofwarrenpa.gov/riverfront.



http://www.cityofwarrenpa.gov/riverfront

Notice of the RFP was published in the Times Observer, on the City’s website and Facebook page,
through direct submission to WCCBI for assistance in sharing the notice, and to regional
design/engineering firms.

COMMITTEE REPORTS

Council of Governments

Miss Flasher reported that topics of discussion included the property reassessment appeal filing
date, America250 celebration, Warren Worx, and the COG Student Government Day to be held in
September.

Comprehensive Plan Task Force

Mr. Rossey reported that the Task Force finalized the maps to be placed on way-finding kiosks. It
is expected that the kiosks will be installed in 2026. The Downtown Committee has a number of
events planned during the autumn months including a Fall Fest, Trail of Treats, Sasquatch Hunt,
Shop Local Day on November 29, and the annual Christmas Walk on December 5.

He also reported that the “mural” banner on the WestPA building has been removed and plans are
moving forward to obtain funding for a painted mural on the building.

DEPARTMENT REPORTS — JULY, 2025
The following reports were provided for Council’s review:
Police Department
Fire Department
Department of Public Works
Codes, Planning, and Zoning Department

APPROVED MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Council acknowledged receipt of the following approved minutes:

Blighted Property Review Committee — June 19, 2025 Regular Meeting

Planning Commission — June 18, 2025 Regular Meeting

Redevelopment Authority — June 25, 2025 Regular Meeting
ADJOURNMENT

Upon motion by Mr. Villella, Vice-President Flasher declared the meeting adjourned.
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