
WARREN CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING         
SEPTEMBER 15, 2025 – 7:00 PM 
 
PUBLIC HEARING: FFY 2025 CDBG APPLICATION 
Mayor Wortman opened the public hearing. Mrs. Byler stated that City staff are in the process of 
preparing the Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) application for FFY 2025 Entitlement 
Funds in the amount of $308,627.00. As part of the program guidelines, this is the second of two 
public hearings being held prior to requesting City Council’s approval of the grant application 
submission. The first public hearing was held on July 30, 2025, at 4:30 PM in the Municipal Building 
Conference Room.  
 
The proposed use of the funding for FFY 2025 is improvements to Hammond Street under the 
Street/Road Improvements Activity. Hammond Street was identified as a severely deteriorated 
concrete street and this funding will allow for improvements to the pavement, subbase, curbing, 
sidewalk, drainage, and sewer.  
 
During the public hearing, citizens were invited to provide comments regarding the proposed CDBG 
Program Activities and the CDBG Program in general. It was noted that comments may be submitted 
to City offices no later than October 3, 2025. All comments and concerns will be reviewed prior to 
presenting the application to Council at the October 20, 2025 regular Council meeting. There being no 
members of the public who wished to speak, the hearing was closed.  
 
OPENING OF REGULAR MEETING 
Mayor David Wortman presided over the September 15, 2025, regular meeting of Warren City Council 
in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building and opened the meeting with the Pledge of Allegiance.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT 
Mayor Wortman announced that Council met in executive session immediately prior to this meeting to 
discuss potential real estate matters related to City-owned property and potential use of real property. 
He also announced that Council would meet in executive session immediately following the meeting 
for discussion of personnel matters.  
 
JUNIOR COUNCIL MEMBER 
Mayor Wortman administered the Junior Council Pledge and welcomed Kylie Jurkowski as the 2025-
2026 Junior Council Member.  
 
ROLL CALL 
Members present and responding to roll call were: Mayor David Wortman, Maurice Cashman, 
Danielle Flasher, Philip Gilbert, Wendy McCain, and Kylie Jurkowski, Junior Council Member. John 
Barbera and Jared Villella were absent. Members of City Staff present were Michael Holtz, City 
Manager; Jessicca Byler, Finance Officer; David Krogler, Fire Chief; Teena Leary, Assistant City 
Clerk; Randall Rossey, Codes and Planning Director; Joseph Sproveri, Chief of Police; Chad Yurisic, 
City Engineer; and Andrea Stapleford, City Solicitor. 
 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS  
Mayor Wortman welcomed all visitors. Present were:  

Sally Beckerink Kyle Dippold Jenny Phillips 
Will Champlin Brian Jurkowski Linda Shattuck 
Jim Decker Marcy Jurkowski Kevin Sidella 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
There was no public comment.  
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APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to approve the agenda as presented. The motion was seconded by 
Miss Flasher and carried with five votes in the affirmative; two members absent.  
 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to not amend the agenda. The motion was seconded by Miss Flasher 
and carried with five votes in the affirmative; two members absent.  
  
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Upon motion by Mr. Cashman and second by Miss Flasher, the minutes of the August 18, 2025, 
regular meeting were approved with five votes in the affirmative; two members absent.  
 
Upon motion by Mr. Cashman and second by Miss Flasher, the minutes of the August 25, 2025, 
special meeting were approved with five votes in the affirmative; two members absent.  
 
CORRESPONDENCE 
There was no correspondence to come before Council.  
 
MAYOR’S STATEMENT: WE NEED TO STAND UNITED 
Mayor Wortman read a prepared statement regarding the September 10 assassination of Charlie Kirk, 
a conservative commentator, during a speech on the campus of Utah Valley University. He 
encouraged citizens to exercise their freedom of speech and all other Constitutional rights while 
remaining united as Americans.  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 1990: FORECLOSURE AND VACANT PROPERTY REGISTRATION 
Mr. Rossey stated that it requires consistent effort for the Codes Department to address blighted 
properties within the City. In many cases, owners walk away from a property and/or the property is 
under foreclosure and left vacant; in such instances, the City’s resources in locating owners are 
limited. If left to deteriorate, vacant properties become a burden to the neighborhood and the City as 
they are prone to creating nuisances, lead to a general decrease in neighborhood and community 
aesthetics and property values, create conditions that invite vandalism, and foster an unsafe and 
unhealthy environment due to lack of maintenance.  
 
He further stated that property registration is a valuable “tool in the toolbox” to aid in protecting 
neighborhoods from becoming blighted due to the lack of adequate maintenance of properties that are 
in foreclosure, have been foreclosed upon, or are vacant/abandoned and has been discussed multiple 
times by the City’s boards and commissions dealing with blighted properties. The Planning 
Commission and Redevelopment Authority reviewed the proposed ordinance and voted to 
recommend Council’s approval.  
 
Mr. Rossey indicated that Hera Property Registry, LLC, provides property registration services to 
approximately forty municipalities throughout Pennsylvania and also serves municipalities in other 
states. Hera has access to, and utilizes, multiple resources to identify the party responsible for 
properties and to pursue property registration compliance.  
 
Kevin Sidella, Hera representative, was present to provide additional information regarding the 
company’s services and answer any questions that Council might have.  
 
Following discussion, Mr. Cashman made the motion to adopt the Foreclosure and Vacant Property 
ordinance. The motion was seconded by Miss Flasher and carried with four votes in the affirmative; 
one nay vote was cast by Mrs. McCain; two members absent. 
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AGREEMENT: HERA PROPERTY REGISTRY, LLC 
(See Ordinance No. 1990 above) 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to approve the agreement with Hera Property Registry, LLC, for the 
performance of property registration services. The motion was seconded by Miss Flasher and carried 
with four votes in the affirmative; one nay vote cast by Mrs. McCain; two members absent.  
 
AGREEMENT: FIREFIGHTERS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
Mrs. Byler stated that the Collective Bargaining Agreement between the International Association of 
Firefighters, Local Union 537 (IAFF) stipulates that the hourly rate for Utility (part-time) Firefighters 
(UTFF) shall be set at 100% of the rate for a Class A Firefighter with equivalent years of service. 
However, the agreement is not clear in regard to the compensation to be paid to a UTFF who 
changes their status to full-time.  
 
The Memorandum of Understanding is intended to clarify that any UTFF who moves to full-time status 
shall be compensated at the appropriate classification and years-of-service and will receive years-of-
credit service for wage purposes. The credited years of service will apply solely for wage classification 
purposes and will not be considered in determining seniority or other benefits such as vacation 
accrual, sick leave, pension, or longevity.  
 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the City and 
the International Association of Firefighters, Local Union 537. The motion was seconded by Miss 
Flasher and carried with five votes in the affirmative; two members absent.  
 
APPOINTMENT TO THE PLANNING COMMISSION 
Mr. Rossey stated that Katie Spiegel served on the Planning Commission from January, 2024, to 
March, 2025, at which time she resigned, with regret, due to conflicting work commitments.  
Ms. Spiegel has since changed employment and her new work schedule will accommodate her return 
to the Commission.  
 
There are two vacant seats on the Planning Commission, and it was City staff’s recommendation that 
Ms. Spiegel be appointed to fulfill the term expiring December 31, 2025.  
 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to appoint Katie Spiegel to the Planning Commission for the 
remainder of the term expiring December 31, 2025. The motion was seconded by Miss Flasher and 
carried with five votes in the affirmative; two members absent.  
 
DISPOSITION OF SURPLUS PROPERTY 
Chief Sproveri stated that the following vehicles have been replaced and are no longer of service to 
the Police Department.  

 Item VIN Number 
1. 2020 Ford Police Interceptor (W2) 1FM5K8AB8LGC36675 
2. 2020 Ford Police Interceptor (W3) 1FM5K8AB2LGC36686 

 
Mr. Cashman made the motion to authorize disposition of the stated surplus vehicles in a manner 
permitted by City Code. The motion was seconded by Miss Flasher and carried with five votes in the 
affirmative; two members absent.  
 
WARREN WORX FUNDING 
Mr. Holtz stated that this item was placed on the agenda as directed by a Council vote taken at the 
June 16, 2025, regular Council meeting.  
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He noted that City staff has begun preparations for the 2026 Municipal Budget and requests Council’s 
direction regarding:  
 

1. Is funding for Warren Worx to be included in the 2026 budget? 
2. If funding is to be provided in 2026, in what amount?  

 
Following Council discussion and a presentation by Warren Worx representatives Jenny Phillips and 
Jim Decker, Mr. Cashman made the motion to include a contribution in the amount of $75,000 to 
Warren Worx in the 2026 Municipal Budget Plan subject to final approval of the budget. The motion 
was seconded by Miss Flasher and carried with five votes in the affirmative; two members absent.  
 
COMMITTEE REPORTS 
Comprehensive Plan Task Force Committee. Mr. Rossey stated that plans for a downtown mural 
are progressing. He indicated that the September First Friday event was well-received and upcoming 
events include a Fall Fest on October 3 (Homecoming weekend), Trail of Treats on October 4, 
Sasquatch Scavenger Hunt November 1 – 29, National Shop Local Day on November 29, and the 
annual Christmas Parade and Walk on December 5. Also in the planning stage is a RibFest to be held 
in 2026.  
 
Riverfront Redevelopment. Mr. Yurisic reported that additional funding sources are being explored 
and it is anticipated that a grant application will be submitted to the Appalachian Regional 
Commission.  
 
Council of Governments. Miss Flasher reported that there was discussion regarding the state of 
emergency services in the area, the HazMat Mitigation Plan, the recent Rock the Wake event at 
Kinzua Beach, and the County Commissioners discussed the real estate reassessment. The COG will 
conduct a Student Government Day on October 23.  
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS –  AUGUST, 2025 
The following reports were provided for Council’s review: 
 Police Department  
 Fire Department  
 Department of Public Works  
 Codes, Planning, and Zoning Department 
 
APROVED MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS 
Council acknowledged receipt of the following approved minutes:  

Blighted Property Review Committee – July 17, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Parks, Recreation & Landscape Commission – June 24, 2025 Regular Meeting 
 – July 1, 2025 Special Meeting 
 – July 22, 2025 Regular 

Planning Commission – July 16, 2025 Regular Meeting 

Redevelopment Authority – July 23, 2025 Regular Meeting 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Upon motion by Miss Flasher, Mayor Wortman declared the meeting adjourned at 8:50 PM.  
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