CITY OF WARREN
PLANNING COMMISSION
REGULAR MEETING
SEPTEMBER 15, 2021

The regular meeting of the Planning Commission was held on September 15, 2021, at 7:30
AM in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building, 318 W. Third Avenue, Warren, PA.

ROLL CALL

Chairperson Angie Dart called the meeting to order. Members present were Angie Dart,
Randy Rossey, Mike Suppa and Angela Abreu. Also present were Vince DedJoy, Director of
Zoning, Codes & Economic Development, Mike Holtz, Dept. of Public Works Director, Jessica
Bee, Building Code Official, and Kelly Conti, Recording Secretary.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Upon motion by Mr. Rossey and second by Mr. Suppa, the minutes of the August 18, 2021,
regular meeting were unanimously approved by those present.

VISITORS
Josh Cotton — Warren Times Observer

CORRESPONDENCE

Ms. Conti announced the notice of resignation received via a phone conversation with Pat
Scutella. Mr. Scutella intends to send an official letter of resignation. Chairperson Dart
expressed her gratitude for Mr. Scutella’s years of service and asked Mr. DedJoy if there
were plans in the works for his replacement. Mr. DeJoy informed the Commission that he
had received one application and is aware of another that will be forthcoming. Mr. DeJoy
stated that, pending City Council’s appointment of the applicants, he is confident that all
seats on the Commission will be filled prior to the next regular meeting.

Ms. Dart requested an update on the upcoming City of Warren Comprehensive Plan
Summit. Mr. DedJoy stated he is still working with Mackin Engineering to coordinate the first
public input meeting which will be by invitation only on September 29. Invitees are from a
very diverse group of community members. Mr. DeJoy indicated the Comprehensive Plan
website includes a survey link which will provide citizens an opportunity to indicate what
they believe are good and bad aspects of the City and how they would prioritize addressing
these items.

NEW BUSINESS

Blight Certification: - 219 Liberty Street

Ms. Bee provided the Commission with a fact sheet containing details of the property’s
condition which led to the Blighted Property Review Committee’s Declaration of Blight. She
stated that the next step is Certification of Blight by the Planning Commission. Ms. Dart and




Ms. Abreu requested detailed information with a more specific timeline of inspections and
blight declarations. Ms. Bee provided the following:

e 2016 - owner Darren Lobdell filed for bankruptcy.

o 2017 — the property was purchased by Summer16, LLC, via tax sale.
2017 — service requests (complaints) regarding deterioration of the roof were
received; the roof has since collapsed. Multiple service requests pertaining to
other issues have been received since then.

e Summer16, LLC, eventually walked away from the property.
May 2021 — First Declaration of Blight issued.
August 2021 — Second Declaration of Blight issued.

Ms. Bee stated that if the Planning Commission concurs with the Blight Declaration, the
property will be forwarded to the Redevelopment Authority to determine the course of action
to be taken. Mr. Dedoy stated that this may include the Authority taking possession of the
property at which point it would be likely to try to find a buyer to purchase and redevelop the
structure as opposed to the City demolishing the building.

Mr. Rossey made the motion to certify the property as blighted. Ms. Abreu seconded the
motion which carried unanimously among the members present.

OTHER BUSINESS
There was no new business.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There was no public comment.

ADJOURNMENT
There being no further business to come before the Commission, the meeting was
adjourned. The next meeting is scheduled for October 20, 2021.

Minutes prepared by Kelly Conti.



