WARREN CITY COUNCIL
PUBLIC HEARING AND REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 20, 2025 - 7:00 PM

Amended November 17, 2025

PUBLIC HEARING: PROPOSED ORDINANCE VACATING A PORTION OF WOOD ST.

Mayor Wortman opened the public hearing. Mr. Rossey stated that there is an unopened and
unimproved portion of Wood Street which extends generally southward a distance of 40+ feet from
the terminus of the improved portion of Wood Street and is approximately 50 feet in width. Donald
and Kathryn Reed submitted an application for the vacation of 30 feet of the full width of the
unopened street beginning at a point 10 feet south of the terminus of the improved portion of the
street. In their request, the Reeds state that they have maintained the right-of-way by mowing,
weeding, and leaf raking the area for over 40 years and desire to landscape it as they see fit;
existing trees would be maintained.

As required, a hearing notice was placed upon the property, and the legal notice of this hearing
and the availability of the proposed ordinance for public review was published in the Times
Observer on October 1 and October 8.

Don Reed, applicant, was present and stated that their plan is to add topsoil and plantings.
Residents were invited to provide comments regarding the proposed vacation of the portion of
Wood Street; there being no one present who wished to provide comment, Mayor Wortman closed
the public hearing.

OPENING OF MEETING

Mayor David Wortman presided over the October 20, 2025, regular meeting of Warren City Council
in Council Chambers of the Municipal Building and opened the meeting with the Pledge of
Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Members present and responding to roll call were: Mayor David Wortman, Maurice Cashman,
Danielle Flasher, Philip Gilbert, Wendy McCain, Jared Villella, and Kylie Jurkowski, Junior Council
Member. There is one vacant seat on Council. Members of City Staff present were Michael Holtz,
City Manager; Jessicca Byler, Finance Officer; David Krogler, Fire Chief; Teena Leary, Assistant
City Clerk; Randall Rossey, Codes and Planning Director; Joseph Sproveri, Chief of Police; Chad
Yurisic, City Engineer; and Andrea Stapleford, City Solicitor.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
Mayor Wortman welcomed all visitors. Present were:

Sally Beckerink Ron Peterson

Will Champlin Don Reed

Brian Hagberg Gary Sawtelle
Douglas Hearn David Snyder

Ben O’Neil Susan Stout
Jackie Palmer Ray Zydonik, MDJ

Council Candidates:
Joshua Archer Jeff Eschborn
Savanna Casey Bianca Villella (via Zoom)



PUBLIC COMMENT

There was no public comment.

EXECUTIVE SESSION ANNOUNCEMENT

Mayor Wortman announced that Council met in executive session at 6:30 PM on this date for
discussion of a proposed real estate tax settlement in the West of Liberty and The Landing tax
assessment appeal.

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Mr. Cashman made the motion to approve the agenda as presented. The motion was seconded by
Miss Flasher and carried with six votes in the affirmative; one Council seat vacant.

Mr. Cashman made the motion to not amend the agenda. The motion was seconded by Miss
Flasher and carried with six votes in the affirmative; one Council seat vacant.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Upon motion by Mr. Cashman and second by Miss Flasher, the minutes of the September 15,
public hearing and regular meeting were approved with six votes in the affirmative; one Council
seat vacant.

Upon motion by Mr. Cashman and second by Miss Flasher, the minutes of the September 29,
2025 special meeting were approved with six votes in the affirmative; one Council seat vacant.

CORRESPONDENCE
There was no correspondence.

GUEST PRESENTER: DAVID SNYDER — ALLEGHENY RIVER CLEANUP

David Snyder addressed Council and provided an overview of the Annual Allegheny River
Cleanup’s history which included a brief video depicting the volunteer group’s activities. Mr. Snyder
also provided information related to the 2025 cleanup; he indicated that there were 154 volunteers
who provided 1232 hours of service and 1500 pounds of recyclable metal, 40 tires, and 28 cubic
yards of trash were removed from the river and its banks.

SELECTION OF NEW COUNCIL MEMBER
Mayor Wortman stated that, in accord with past practice, the order of the selection process would
be as follows:

1. Each applicant to be given the opportunity to make a brief statement to Council;
2. Council members to be given the opportunity to pose questions to the applicants;

3. The floor to be opened for nominations with no second to the nomination to be required;
and

4. Aroll call vote will be taken with the applicant receiving the requisite minimum of four votes
to be named to fill the vacant seat through January 3, 2028. In the event of a tie vote, a
second vote will be called.

City residents Joshua Archer, William Bussoletti, Savannah Casey, Jeff Eschborn, and Bianca
Villella submitted applications to fill the Council seat vacated by John Barbera. Mr. Archer,

Mrs. Casey, Mr. Eschborn, and Miss Villella each addressed Council and answered Council
members’ questions; Mr. Bussoletti was not in attendance. Mayor Wortman then opened the floor
for nominations.
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Nominations for fulfillment of the remainder of the Council term vacated by John Barbera:

1. Mr. Gilbert nominated Savannah Casey
2. Mr. Cashman nominated William Bussoletti

There being no further nominations, Mayor Wortman closed the nominations. Upon roll call vote,
Mr. Bussoletti received two votes and Mrs. Casey received the requisite four votes.

Mayor Wortman stated that the Oath of Office would be administered later in this meeting.

ORDINANCE NO. 1991: VACATING A PORTION OF WOOD STREET

Mr. Rossey referenced the public hearing held prior to this meeting and stated that the application
was reviewed by the City Planning Commission and Warren County Planning Commission with
both bodies recommending that the street vacation request be approved by City Council.

Mr. Cashman made the motion to approve the ordinance vacating a portion of Wood Street. The
motion was seconded by Mr. Gilbert and carried with six votes in the affirmative; one Council seat
vacant.

APPLICATION FOR MURAL INSTALLATION: AMERICAN LEGION POST 135

Mr. Rossey stated that the American Legion Post 135 submitted an application for the installation
of a mural on its building located at 412 Pennsylvania Avenue West. The Legion’s plan calls for the
mural to be six feet wide by eight feet high and to be placed on the building’s north (back) wall. The
mural will be painted directly on the building by artist Sara Aiello and will depict Chief Cornplanter.
Bob O’Neill, representing the Legion, addressed Council and provided background information
regarding the mural project.

In accord with §470-63 of the City Code, it is required that City Council approve the mural
rendering.

Mr. Villella made the motion to approve the American Legion Post 135 mural rendering. The
motion was seconded by Miss Flasher and carried with six votes in the affirmative; one Council
seat vacant.

PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT

Mr. Rossey stated that Shaunta Alburger submitted an application to serve on the Planning
Commission. It was City staff's recommendation that Ms. Alburger be appointed to fulfill the vacant
term expiring December 31, 2026. This appointment would bring the Commission to a full roster.

Mr. Cashman made the motion to appoint Shaunta Alburger to the Planning Commission. The
motion was seconded by Miss Flasher and carried with six votes in the affirmative; one Council
seat vacant.

RESOLUTION NO. 3295: ADOPTING THE 2025 WARREN CO. HAZARD MITIGATION PLAN
Chief Krogler stated that the Disaster Mitigation Act (DMA) of 2000 recognizes and addresses a
community’s vulnerability to natural hazards. By routinely conducting reviews which identify
potential hazardous events, emergency management personnel and community members work
together to produce a plan that will reduce risks and vulnerabilities and reduce the impact of
disasters should they occur.

Section 322 of the DMA requires that an approved Hazard Mitigation Plan be in place as a
prerequisite to receiving post-disaster Hazard Mitigation Grant Program funds.
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The Warren County Hazard Mitigation Plan was developed by the Warren County Commissioners,
the Warren County Planning and Zoning Department, and the Warren County Emergency
Management Department in cooperation with other county departments, municipal officials, and
citizens. The plan is required to be reviewed and updated every five years.

City staff participated in this update by reviewing and providing current information on City
capabilities, risk assessments, and identifying potential mitigation projects within the City of
Warren.

Mr. Villella made the motion to adopt the 2025 Warren County Hazard Mitigation Plan as the
official Hazard Mitigation Plan for the City of Warren. The motion was seconded by Miss Flasher
and carried with six votes in the affirmative; one Council seat vacant.

RESOLUTION NO. 3296: AUTHORIZING FFY 2025 CDBG FUNDING APPLICATION

Mrs. Byler stated that the City is an entitlement community through the Pennsylvania Department
of Community and Economic Development under the Small Communities Program (SCP) and,
therefore, is entitled to receive Community Block Grant Funding (CDBG) annually as long as all

requirements are met and an application is submitted. The City’s 2025 entitlement allocation is
$308,627.00.

As required, City staff held two public hearings to gather comments regarding use of the funds
allocated to the City for the 2025 application. Additionally, City staff gathered income surveys from
individuals currently residing on Hammond Street and verified that more than 51% of the
households are at, or below, the HUD threshold. Therefore, it was proposed that the 2025 CDBG
application be submitted and the funding be distributed as follows:

1. Hammond Street under the Street/Road Improvements Activity $293,627
2. Administration $15,000

Mr. Cashman made the motion to approve the resolution and to authorize submission of an
application to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and Economic Development in the
amount of $308,627.00 for Federal Fiscal Year 2025 Small Community Funds. The motion was
seconded by Mr. Villella and carried with six votes in the affirmative; one Council seat vacant.

Amended November 17, 2025 to add:

“This is a three-year project. These funds were allocated in 2024 and now 2025. Approval in 2026
will be required to complete the project. As these monies are for economic development, Mr. Holtz
and Mrs. Byler agreed to contact PA Community and Economic Development to determine what
other projects would qualify given our income percentage so that in the future we can make a more
informed decision.”

RESOLUTION NO. 3297: ANTI-DISPLACEMENT & RELOCATION ASSISTANCE PLAN

Mrs. Byler stated that following a recent review of the City’s practices and policies pertaining to
Community Development Block Grant Funding, the City was advised that it is required that an Anti-
Displacement and Relocation Assistance Plan be in place. The purpose of the plan is to identify
strategies for preventing displacement of low/moderate-income residents, offering relocation
assistance, providing affordable housing options, and ensuring public participation in planning and
decision making.

Mr. Cashman made the motion to approve the resolution adopting an Anti-Displacement and
Relocation Assistance Plan for the City of Warren. The motion was seconded by Miss Flasher and
carried with six votes in the affirmative; one Council seat vacant.
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RESOLUTION NO. 3298: DISTRIBUTION OF STATE AID TO PENSION PLANS

Mrs. Byler stated that under the provisions of Act 205, the City must distribute the Commonwealth’s
2025 Allocation of State Aid to Pension Plans among the City’s three plans within 30 days of
receipt. The 2025 allocation is in the amount of $495,317.16 and was deposited into the City’s
account on September 24, 2025.

It was recommended that the allocation be distributed as follows:

Firefighters Pension Plan $163,714.51
Police Pension Plan $226,470.10
Municipal Employee Pension Plan $105,132.55
Total Allocation $495,317.16

Mr. Cashman made the motion to adopt the resolution distributing the 2025 General Municipal
Pension System State Aid allocation. The motion was seconded by Mr. Villella and carried with six
votes in the affirmative; one Council seat vacant.

OATH OF OFFICE: SAVANNAH CASEY

(See Selection of New Council Member above)

The Honorable Raymond F. Zydonik, Magisterial District Judge, administered the Council Oath of
Office to Savannah Casey. Mrs. Casey was then seated at the Council table.

COMMITTEE UPDATES

Comprehensive Plan Task Force Committee. Mr. Rossey stated that the 2025 Fall Festival and
Trail of Treats were well attended. Upcoming events by the Downtown Committee include a
Sasquatch Scavenger Hunt and a 2026 Ribfest (June 25-27). Installation of wayfinding kiosks is
expected in Spring 2026. The next meeting will be held on December 9.

Riverfront Redevelopment. Mr. Yurisic reported that he and City staff are working to finalize the
next round submission for $1 million in grant funding from the Appalachian Regional Commission.
Greenman-Pederson is conducting a final review of the boat ramp project prior to submission to
the Fish and Boat Commission.

Council of Governments. Miss Flasher reported that the meeting focused primarily on the County
Hazard Mitigation Plan. Also discussed were an Action Plan for the County Comprehensive Plan,
the Community Engagement Committee, and Student Government Day.

Warren Worx

Mayor Wortman stated that the rollout of the branding and marketing initiative continues. He noted
that Warren County performs well statistically in relation to tourism as compared to other areas of
the state.

Marketing Committee
Mayor Wortman stated that he believes this committee has achieved its goals and asked that this
report be removed from future agendas.

Student Recognition
Mayor Wortman requested that Miss Jurkowski identify opportunities to recognize outstanding
scholars and athletes from Warren Area High School.
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DEPARTMENT REPORTS — SEPTEMBER 2025
The following reports were provided for Council’s review:
Police Department
Fire Department
Department of Public Works
Codes, Planning, and Zoning Department
Third Quarter Finance Report

APPROVED MINUTES OF BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS
Council acknowledged receipt of the following approved minutes:

Blighted Property Review Committee — August 21, 2025

Planning Commission — August 20, 2025

Redevelopment Authority — August 27, 2025
ADJOURNMENT

Regular Meeting
Regular Meeting
Regular Meeting

Upon motion by Mr. Cashman, Mayor Wortman declared the meeting adjourned at 9:00 PM.
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